
October 7, 2025 Camper Letter 

 

SUBJECT LINE:  

Northwest New Year’s Camp, aka The Bash on Vashon 

We hope you already have these dates on your calendar:  

Monday, December 29th, 2025, through Thursday, January 1st, 2026. 

PLEASE NOTE: Our website is in transition. Use the link in this email to register! You 

can review information at bashonvashon.org, but you won’t (yet) be able to register there.  

 

How to Register 

Space is filled on a first-come, first-served basis. Camp is limited to participants who 

register for the full four days. No day guests or pets are permitted. A few weeks before 

camp, more details will be sent to registrants. 

https://registration.bashonvashon.org 

Please forward this email to friends who may be interested!  

 

Registration fees will again be on a tiered plan. Please pay the highest tier that you are 

able. “Benefactor” covers our expenses and more; “Sustaining” meets our expenses; and 

“Basic” is below our cost. Paying the highest tier you can afford helps ensure our 

expenses are covered and camp can happen again next year and the next. The generosity 

of campers paying as benefactors has enabled us to include many community members 

who might otherwise be unable to attend. The early bird discount is available through 

Monday, November 10.  

Come dance, come play, come sing - we look forward to your presence at Camp! 

 By Nov 10 Nov 11 and later 

0-2 yr old No charge No charge 

Under 6 $105 $120 

6-12 yr old $160 $175 

13-17 Sustaining $220 $235 

13-17 Basic $160 $175 

Adult Benefactor $340 $355 

Adult Sustaining $280 $295 

Adult Basic $220 $235 

PayPal fees are a surprisingly large portion of our budget. Consider donating to cover 

these fees, roughly 3%, calculated at registration.  

https://registration.bashonvashon.org/


 

Keeping us Healthy - Infection Control 

We will monitor infection trends and generally mirror policies of the Thursday and 

Friday contradances in Seattle. We hope to do what is best for most, with plenty of 

campers attending an enjoyable and successful camp, while also being responsible to the 

well-being of our community. We may adjust these policies. If we make (a) significant 

change(s) to the policies before camp, we will offer a full refund window for those who 

are uncomfortable with the revisions. 

The protocols we anticipate are as follows.  

Testing and Masks  

• We will require a negative at-home rapid test, taken on Monday. Bring a time-

stamped photo or show us your test taken just prior to entering camp. Please bring 

enough tests for everyone in your household to test again as needed. 

• We will refund admission for anyone who tests positive for Covid or has another 

communicable illness.  

• If a camper tests positive, they will need to leave camp. 

• While we support and welcome campers to continue to mask, masks will be 

optional. We ask that all campers respect others’ choices regarding masks.  

Housing 

• All housing will be pre-assigned, and an effort will be made to house people 

either with their own family, or with other people with whom they feel 

comfortable rooming. Depending on attendance, it may be necessary to randomly 

house people together, in which case we will strive to keep numbers low so 

people can spread out in roomier cabins. Tell us on the registration form if there 

are folks you would like to room with. 

• While we have not set an upper limit for attendance, we may once again have a 

smaller camp this year due to pre-assigning housing cohorts. We expect to have 

about 150 campers. 

• We have a limited number of spaces for small or mid-size RVs; spaces will be 

assigned in order of registration and RV space request.  

Dance Role Terms 

We ask that anyone who wishes to call a dance at camp either use the terms Larks and 

Robins; call dances that don't require the use of role terms (a list can be provided); or call 

using positional calling.  

Thank you for being a part of the Northwest New Year's Camp community, and we hope 

to see many of you at camp this year. If this year's camp doesn't work for you, we still 

appreciate you being a part of this community and hope to see you in the future! 



Community Expectations 

We want campers to feel safe and comfortable at our camp. We value and expect consent 

and communication, community mindedness, and physical safety. Harassment of any 

kind will not be tolerated. Please read our Community Expectations:  

https://contra.dance/nwnyc-expectations 

You will be asked to verify you are familiar with and agree to participate in accordance 

with these principles.  

Camp Sealth Waiver and Special Dietary Needs 

Registered campers will be sent a link in early December to communicate directly with 

Camp Sealth regarding special dietary needs. Dietary needs requests must be submitted at 

least two weeks prior to Camp.  

 

Best regards, the NW New Year's Camp Committee 

Elsa Haun 

David Kreiss-Tomkins 

Katie Riemer 

Mark Pigman 

Melissa Coffey 

 

www.bashonvashon.org 
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